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ABSTRACT 

A study was done to investigate the relative success 
in higher education of students who had a high school diploma as 
compared to those who had not graduated from high school but rather 
completed a General Educational Development (GED) certification. A 
review of the literature on research of this question indicated that 
either there was no significant difference or that the traditional 
high school graduates would attain a higher grade average. For this 
study, the population included 2,325 students enrolled in Kankakee 
Community college (Illinois) during the 1990 fiscal year. From this 
number, 50 GED recipients and 50 high school diploma recipients were 
randomly selected. Using data from transcripts the overall grade 
point averages (6PA) were tabulated for means and standard 
deviations. A t-test was employed to determine if there was any 
statistically significant difference between the mean scores. The 
analysis revealed that a significant difference existed between tne 
two groups with the GED graduates havxng, on average, a higher GPA- 
One table and 10 references are included. (JB) 
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'SbB General Biucatic»>al Develqproent (GED) Testing Program was estab- 
lished in 1942 to paxvlde persons with the cppcxrtunity of earning a high 
school equivalency diploma, naking it possible for then to qualify for 
certain jobs, to gsdn prcncticsis, and to pursue hic^ier educational or 
other personal goals. 

For several years a difference of cpinion has esdsted regarding the 
potential for success of tl» Goieral Bdia»ticHial Develqpment Test graduate 
in post high school studies. Administrators, counselors, instructors, and 
enployers often express omcem about the aca6smic ability of the GED T\est 
graduate. Questions frequently arise omceming hew well GED holders per- 
form in higher education. Can people who qualify for a high school equiva- 
lency credential compete successfully with graduates of traditicnal high 
schools? 

A large raariber of GED holders r^Jort that they pursie further educa- 
tion xxpcsi receiving a GH> certificate. GED follcw-i^ studies indicate that 
£^:prD>dJiately fifty percent of all GH) graduates participate in soae type 
of ecJucational program after obtaining their d:^lcma. Many of these indi- 
viduals become students at two-year connnunity colleges. 

Several research studies have investigated lAiether differences exist 
between the traditional high school graduate and tte GED graduate in pos^t- 
secosidary educaticaial settings. A study fcy Quinn and Habennan (1986) 
suggested that individuals with a GED certificate are imich less likely to 
ooaiplete post-secondary programs than students with traditicnal high school 
diplcroas, other studies have found no significant differences between 
persons with a GED and tho^e with a traditicffial high school diploma for the 
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rate of persistencse in oolleg^. Research also indicated that the college 
grade-point average (CPA) of GED gemotes is equal to that of traditional 
high sciKOl graduates. Additional studies show that GED holders achieve 
the same level of success as hic^ sdxiol diploma holckrs in post-secondary 
educatioaial settings. 

Any «Mitional informticai gleaned from studies m this topic will 
benefit the student who foor reasons beyond his/her control was forced to 
withdraw from before obtaining his/her High School D^lcea. 

Ihe quality of Jtajerican education has undercpne intense scrutiriy. 
Ihere is a major oonoem that perscais are not being adequately prepared for 
further education or for life in general. 

Questions about the adequacy of preparation in secondary education 
especially conoem those perscais charged with ti» admission policies of 
post-secondary education instituti<ais. CJoncem is often lightened when 
applicatica:^ are received from studesits did not recei^^ a hi^ school 
diploma but who have a high school equivalency certificate ciitained by 
passing the Tests of General Educational Develcpnent. can people \Ak> 
qualify for a high school equivalency credential corapete successfully with 
graduates of traditional hic^ schools? 

The study conducted by Sherril COlert on Hi^ School Bjuivalency and 
Hi^ Sdvxyl Diploma Students (1983) conpared the levels of aceKtemic 
achievement of high sdK»l equivalency stuctents and high school diploma 
students as measured by grade point avera^ and proportion of credit 
hours passed. The prdblm was ^4wtl«r students with a hi^ school equiva- 
lency certificate could be as academically successful in a university pro- 
gram as hic^ school graduates. Data collected were grade point averages, 
credit hours atteaspted, and credit hours passed of twenty six hi^ school 
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equivalency and t3iieatty seven hlo^ school diploraa stuc^ts attsiding Braixkai 
diversity, on a first year basis in 1982-83, Results si^^xDrted the find- 
ingps of others pertaining to hic^ school ec^valency students achieving the 
same level of acadessic suooess as high school diplcna studtents. Ho signif- 
icant dif f erenoe was found between the distribution of grade point average 
soores or average ratios of cxedit hours passed to ca?edit hours attesipted 
of the two groi^ of studsits. 

Klein and Grise (1987) reviewed a re^xart on a study sjxaisored fcy the 
Bureau of Adult and Ocnmmity Bducation, Florida Departneait of Education. 
It was oonductad by the Center for Needs Assessment and Planning (O^AP) at 
the Florida State Uhiversity to oospare the suooess of GED and traditional 
high school graduates at Flcarida's cxsnmunity colleges. Hegistrars of each 
of Florida's twenty eight oonimunity colleges were contacted and asked to 
cxaplete a survey designed to gather informatim concerning students with a 
GED awi those with a traditiasal high sdtiool diplona. Itew of the tventy 
eight ccannaanity colleges in Florida respcHided. The overall GPA of GED and 
traditional high sdiool graduates were obtained by the sairvey. Statistical 
analysis of these data revealed that a significant dif ferenoe exists be- 
tween GED and traditi<STal hi^ school graduates, with traditional graduates 
having, <m the average, a slightly hi^ier GPA (t=3.94, p .05). CPA's are 
significant at or beycaid tte .05 alpha level. 

While the results of this study indicate a statistically significant 
difference between the GEA's of GED and traditicml high school graduates, 
OTiB must ocaisider the inaplicatian of this finding in the real world. The 
average CPA's of both groups fall in the "C* grcKle range, and are only two 
tenths apart. Traditicxial diplcoa holders may have a slighUy hi9^ler GPA 
than these with a GED, but this difference is not enough to be oaisidered 



{xracticaXXy iiiixsrtant frtaa an &aadssaic point of view. 

Questic3sis about the adequacy of poxparatiai in seconciary educsatiai es- 
pecially omcem those persons in charge of admissions at the post-seoraid- 
ary educaticm institutions. Will stud^its be capable of perfocming iip to 
faculty e}^)ectations? Can people ^ qualify for a hi^^ sctKx>l equivalency 
credential coBiJete suooessfully with graduates of traditional hi^ schools? 

Ihe Davis, Davis, and Wilson's (1981) stud/ oonpared the success of 
studsYts entering post-seoondary vocational ediKstion with a hi^ school 
diploraa to that of students wtio had not oonpleted a hic^ school program fcut 
«ho had received a Mo^ school equivalency credential W passing the GED 
Tests. One of the qi^stions addre^ed was is there a difference in ocnt- 
munity college grade-point average (GPA) between students v*io entered a 
post-sec o ndary educaticai institution with a high school diplciaa and those 
who entered with a high school equivalency (GH>) credential? Ihe results 
showed that the GS3 staxlents earned a hi^^ier oonoiunity oolle^ grade point 
average than did the diplcana students (2,80 and 2.56 respectively) . Since 
GPA may well reflect mturity the oorrelatica^ between stucfents ac^ and GPA 
were examined. Ihe oovariance analysis resulted in adjusted GPA means of 
2.67 and 2.60 respectively. D^loroa and GED students (to not differ naric- 
edly with respect to their ooaramaiity college grade point avera^. It was 
cmcluded that students earning high school equivalency credentials succeed 
as well as high school diplcma students in post-secesxlazy vocatic^l educa- 
tion programs. 

IQein and Grise (1988) in another study did additional research. Ihe 
purpose of the paper was to present the results of a study conducted to 
oosnpare the success of GED and traditional hic^ school graduates. Regis- 
trars at several ocHmunity colleges were contacted and as3ced to oosrplete a 



survey designed to gather infcamaticai cjoncsemirg students with a GED and 
those with a traditioial hi^ sd8X>l diplaaa. Hhe survisy asOced re^xsndents 
to pcYJvide data on the aMssicm, cxnpletlm, graduation, enrollment, and 
success of GSD and "nradititsial hic^ school graduates. T!hB results shew no 
significant difference existed betsiieen the overall CPA of GHD and l^adi- 
tional hic^ school graduates. 

Ayers (1978) oonpared the academic success of the Geraral EdiKsational 
Devel<^inent Itest Graduates and the Hic^ ScIk>o1 Graduates at Surry OanoQunity 
College for the 1977-78 acatoic year. It was conducted at Surry Ooramunity 
College in Noirth Carolina to detenoine Whether ttere was any significant 
difference between the acadsnic success of those studsits who had passed 
the General Education Develc^iient Test (GED) and those traditional students 
who had graduated frcno a public or private hic^ school. Study methodology 
involved a ocraparison of the college transcripts of the thirly seven GH) 
students enrolled at Surry during the 1977-78 academic year with those of 
thirty seven randcmly selected traditioial students. Mean grade point 
averages (CPA's) were determined for each groi$> and suhoitted to a "t" tesc 
to find out whether thsre was a significant differencse (at the .05 level) 
between them. Findings indicate the CPA's for traditimal students ranged 
from 4.00 to 1.15, while the range for GED students was 4.00 to 0.88. 
Ihough the mean CPA for traditional stuctents was hi^er than that of the 
GED groi^is (2.93 oonpared to 2.75), the difference was not significant. 

As far bac3c as 1951 research was being ccaiducted in the area of aca- 
demic achievement of hi<^ school graduates and ne»i-graiuates. The purpose 
of the study was to determine whether or not students ^*k> drqp out of hic^ 
school before grsKiuation perform as well in college as a matched groap of 
students who do graduate fron hi^ school. The experimental group used in 
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this Investigaticm ^ limited to: (1) nan high school graduates iitho were 
admitted to the {diversity of Utdh between the fall qoarter 1945 and the 
sunsner quarter 1950; (2) nale studsits; and (3) those vho ocnpleted at 
least one quarter of college work. The ej^jerimental qcoqp was thai natctied 
with a control gro^ on the basis of: (1) sex; (2) age at tine of entrance 
int» college; (3) college in which enrolled; (4) quarter of admissicn to 
the university; and (5) scholastic index. Out of 24B ncm-hic^ school grad- 
uates, it was possible to mtch 209 with a like nunber of high school 
graduates. 

It is to be noted that as far as total grades are ooicemed, the high 
school graduates earned significantly more A's and B's and as many C's as 
did the n(»)-hic(h school graduates. Ihey also earned significantly fewer 
D's, E's and inoosipletes. It is e\d^t that the students allowed to enter 
the university of Utah ^ did not graduate from high school did not per- 
form as well as high school grsKiuates «ho were allowed to enter, ac^dnst 
whom they were Hatched as to scholastic ability, a^, sex, times of enter- 
ing the university, and college of enrollment. Fsxm the data presented, it 
must be ocHxsluded that same or similar factors which cause students to drop 
out of hic^i school before th^ graduate are still (^)erating when they 
attend college. NtaHiigh school grsKiuates, therefore, perform at a signif- 
icantly lower level than do matched individuals who sajooeed in graduating 
front hi^ school. 

Ihe first semester college performances of 170 stutots had re- 
ceived a GED hi^ school certificate were examined by Rogers, Jr. in 1977. 
In aSdition, the usefulness of the GED for predicting college success 
during the first semester of enrollment was evaluated. A st^ise lailtiple 
r^egressicxi procedure revealed that GED s cores were not i;iseful in predicting 
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acad&aLc success, the mean grade point average far GS) reorients was X.71 
as compared to 2.11 for tltose students vtlto had ooepleted high school. 
Nearly sixty percent of those with GED'b perfacmd at or belcK# ths *'D>* 
level (1.99 or less). In essense, a GED certificate and four years of hi^ 
school training are not equivalent regarding preparation for college. 
Ro^rs pointed out that am i&ust cc»\sider the idea that GED recipients 
wiho wish to become college freshmen cannot equate a ten hour exam and four 
years of fcarroal schooling. 

The available literature suggested for the most part that there was 
not a significant differoice in the achie^ CPA between GED certificate 
holders and hi^ school graduates. 

Krcosdures 

Populaticn: 

Ihe pc^xilation for this stud/ will induct 2,326 students enrolled 
during the 1990 fiscal year. Ihe students attend Kankakee Ocoummity 
C3ollege located in Kahkakee, Illinois which is sixty miles south of 
Chicle. 

Saniple; 

Froan the 2,326 students the records show that 126 were G£D recipients 
while 1,825 had received a hic^i school diploma. Three hundred seventy five 
students had neither a GED nor a hic^ school diploma. For this study, only 
the GED and hi<p. school diplcna sub-populations were used. Fifty students 
were rantfcmly selected frcro each of these sub-pc^julations. 

Method of Data C3ollectic«; 

T\«> sanples were randcraly selected from the two identified p^julations 
of GED and high school diplcma students. Data regarding educaticai for both 



samples \1e3ce obtained froni college transcripts. Hie post test mly ocntrol 
group ciesign vas med. 



Ticeatinent of Data; 

Ihe finding will be tahilated in tenns of means and standaxd devia- 
tions. Ihe t test will be esuplcyed at the .05 level of oonfidenoe to 
determine if there is any statistically signif icant diif feraro between the 
mean scxssres. 

Findings of the Study; 

'OiB overall GPA of GED and treKliticaial high school graduates were ob- 
tained frtxn the transcripts of students at Kankakee Ocnssamity College. 
Statistical analysis of these data re^^led that a significant difference 
exists between G£D and traditional high sdtx»l graduates, with GED gradu- 
ates having on the average, a slightly hic^ier GPA (t = 5.66 p < .05) . A 
sumnary of these results is presented in TSable 1. 



Means, standard deviaticais, and t tests for the e>q?erijnental qaxp and 
control group for GED and traditional graduate CPA's, 



TABI£ 1 



GPA (I*=50) 



GED 
ExperiiTtental 



TrsKiitional 
CSMxtrol 



t 



H 

SD 



2.93 
.87 



2.76 
1.03 



5.66* 



df = 98 



* Significant .05 level 
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Itie fifty traditional hi^ school graduates had a grede point average 
ranc^ frm 4.00 to 1.X7. Ohe traditional group had a total mean GPA of 
2.76 and a standard deviation of 1.03. 'Hie G£D test graduates had a grade 
point averse range frcm 4.00 - 1.37. Ihis grtx^ xsA a total mean GPA of 
2.93 and a standard deviation of .87. Ihe level of significance selected 
to test the hypothesis was at the .05 level. Hie t-test for determining 
the significance between the two saaples was used. At the .05 level of 
significance the critical vali^ of was 1.98. Since the calculated 
value of "t" was 5,66 and did exceed tl» critical value of "t" (1.98) the 
null hypothesis %ras rejected. Ihere was a significant difference between 
the achieved GPA of the tMo groups. 

Ihe results were surprising in that the review of literature indicated 
that either there was no significant difference or that the traditional 
high s(^ool graduate would attain a higher GPA. 
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